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Image Permissions Guide & Template
Copyright is a legal right defined and enforced by applicable laws and authorised agencies. 
Its precise terms and processes are determined differently depending on the relevant legal 
jurisdiction. 

Copyright is the exclusive and assignable legal privilege of  creators to the use, commercial 
exploitation and publication of  literary, artistic or musical material. Artworks are protected 
by copyright for the lifetime of  the creator plus seventy years after their death (in the USA) 
or fifty years after their death (in Lebanon).  1

Copyright may be transferred to another person or corporate body and it may be licensed 
independently of  the ownership of  the artwork. After the artist’s death, copyright is 
inherited like other asserts. Thus, unless other arrangements are made, it generally descends 
to the nearest living relative. In some cases, copyright is transferred to a non-profit 
foundation, charity or other institution or corporation to promote or exploit the artist’s 
legacy. In such cases, the copyright holder will often expect permission be requested and 
fees paid before permission to publish is granted.  

Some contemporary artists release images of  their artworks under a creative commons 
license. In which case, authors do not need to request permission, but should provide 
proof  of  the license. 

In general, with modern and contemporary art, copyright is assumed to reside with the 
artist or their heirs. However, museums, galleries and owners of  artworks are granted or 
assume permission to publish (and to authorise permission to publish) images of  artworks 
for the purposes of  advertising, research, critique and so forth. They usually grant such 
permission for free, and will distribute a ‘press pack’ of  photographs for this purpose. 
Authors may begin with this assumption and request permission to reproduce images from 
the gallery or collection where they saw the artwork. However, it is ultimately the author’s 
responsibility to ensure they have been given permission to reproduce the artwork by the 
copyright holder or by someone authorised by the copyright holder to grant such 
permission. 

The copyright of  photography taken on behalf  of  galleries or museums is usually 
transferred or licensed to the institution for their use, including by third parties. You should 
request permission from galleries and museums to reproduce photographs you’ve taken on 
their property, regardless of  what was captured within the photograph. 

In a precedent set by US law and which rapidly became an assumed standard: photography 
of  artworks that are merely a ‘slavish reproduction’ of  the artwork for accurate 
reproduction, and which are not themselves creative, are not protected by copyright.  2

Images that do not have permission to be reproduced will not be published. 

This document does not constitute legal advise. The university, its offices and agents, is not 
liable for accuracy, content, completeness, legality or reliability. 

 Lebanese law No. 75 of  1999 on the Protection of  Literary and Artistic Property provides copyright 1

protection for the life of  the author and fifty years after the year of  their death (VIII.1).
 Bridgeman Art Library, Ltd. v. Corel Corp., 36 F. Support. 2d 191 (S.D.N.Y. 1999).2
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Template email:

Dear Sir / Madam,

I am seeking to acquire permission to reproduce the following images for both 
print and online publication. Online permission must be in perpetuity (without 
time or download limitations) for an article/review that has been accepted for 
publication in the Beirut Art Review:

• [details of the image for reproduction] …
• [details of the image for reproduction] …

The Beirut Art Review is published by the American University of Beirut Press, 
and is supported by the Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan al-Nahyan Chair for Arabic 
and Islamic Studies. It is a scholarly, non-profit, open-access and peer-reviewed 
journal with a print run of less than five hundred. As a scholarly journal, 
the Beirut Art Review does not offer any remuneration to authors. It is published 
in an electronic (web-based) version and maintained as an electronic archive 
after initial publication. I am therefore seeking permission for both the printed 
and electronic versions of the journal.

Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

…
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